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ANNUAL  JUNE  DINNER 

Don’t  miss  the  Annual  June  Election  Dinner  this  year.  See  the  May 
Gull  for  details.  If  you  haven’t  already  made  reservations,  caU  Erline 
Hevel  now.  Her  address  and  phone  number  are  on  the  back  of  the  Gull. 
$4.00  includes  a fabulous  dinner  and  a program  by  Laurel  Reynolds, 
nationally  known  wildlife  photographer  and  lecturer. 

—DOLORES  WHITE,  Program  Chairperson 


CoveFs  Conservation  Corner 

Proposition  One,  tlie  State  Beach,  Park,  Recreational  and  Historical 
Facilities  Bond  Act  of  1974,  will  appear  on  the  Jime  4 ballot.  If  passed, 
it  will  spread  far  and  wide  the  $250  milhon  in  funds.  The  breakdown  of 
spending  would  be  approximately  hke  this:  $90,000,000  for  general  ac- 
quisition and  purchase  of  inholdings  and  additions  for  the  state  system; 
$45,000,000  for  development  of  new  and  existing  state  park  and  beach 
imits;  $15,000,000  for  historical  resources;  $10,000,000  for  wildhfe  Con- 
servation Board;  $90,000,000  to  cities,  counties  and  park  districts  for  land 
acquisition  and  development. 

Areas  planned  for  acquisition  or  enlargement  under  this  proposition 
are  well  distributed  from  San  Diego  to  Humboldt  Counties  and  include 
areas  in  the  Great  VaUey,  the  foothills  and  in  the  Sierra.  There  is  em- 
phasis on  parks,  beaches  and  recreation  areas  within  short  driving 
distances  of  large  xirban  centers.  San  Luis  Island  in  the  San  Joaquin 
grasslands,  vital  to  estabhshment  of  the  Tule  Elk  in  the  Great  Valley,  has 
been  restored  to  the  acquisition  plan  providing  that  purchase  and  man- 
agement can  be  worked  out  with  the  wildlife  agencies.  The  Sutter  Buttes 
vwuld  offer  an  unmatched  “biotic  island”  in  the  Sacramento  Valley. 
Under  the  sharing  with  local  governments,  Alameda  County  would  re- 
ceive $4,226,231  and  San  Francisco  County  $2,442,701  for  open  space, 
park  and  recreation  facihties. 
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A surpi'ise  bombshell  disgorging  dollars  for  open  space  and  wildlife 
burst  on  opening  night  of  the  April  Audubon  Conference  at  Asilomar. 
NAS  President  Elvis  J.  Stalu:  presented  two  checks  drawn  from  the 
Whittell  Fund  to  State  Beaches  and  Parks  Director  William  Penn  Mott 
Jr.  $50,000  is  for  additions  to  Annadel  State  Park  (Madrono  Audubon 
tenitoiy)  and  $100,000  is  toward  the  purchase  of  Pescadero  Marsh. 
Sequoia  Audubon  is  working  heroically  to  repay  part  of  the  Whittell 
grant;  the  state  will  match  the  marsh  purchase  fund. 

The  Nebraska-Midstate  Project  would  endanger  tens  of  thousands  of 
Sandhill  Cranes  and  other  migrant  w^aterfowl  along  the  Platt  River.  The 
Garrison  Diversion  Project  in  Nortli  Dakota  would  wipe  out  nesting 
gromids  of  the  declining  Canvasback  and  Redhead  Ducks.  Both  of  these 
projects  were  blasted  by  NAS  Vice  President  Charles  H.  Callison  during 
his  keynote  conference  speech.  They  w^ere  described  as  “pork  barrel” 
schemes  and  as  totally  unnecessary.  After  a discussion  of  these  impend- 
ing crisis  at  the  April  GCAS  Board  meeting,  inquiries  were  sent  to  the 
Audubon  chapters  nearest  the  scenes  of  action.  Voluminous  testimonials 
and  negative  evidence  on  the  Garrison  Project  have  already  been  sent  to 
us  by  the  North  Dakota  chapter  substantiating  Callison’s  arguments. 
Testimony  from  Canadian  farmers  states  that  the  proposed  development 
of  tlie  Souris  River  will  spill  polluted  water  on  them.  It  reminds  us  of  tlie 
cirrrent  Lower  Colorado  River  situation  where  salt-ridden  Imperial  Val- 
ley farms  and  Mexican  farmers  dowm  river  suffer  from  excessive  irrigation 
projects— and  The  River  is  bled  away. 

Can  Big  Business  and  government  administrations  be  adopting  a “So 
what,  you  conservation  cranks”  policy?  Letters  sent  in  February  to  the 
Japanese  Whaling  Association,  Tokyo,  requesting  whaling  facts,  and 
ones  sent  to  a Mexican  airline  and  the  Mexican  Embassy  concerning 
“big  cat”  hunts  for  American  sportmen  remain  unanswered.  Even  Agri- 
culture Secretary  Butz  has  not  responded  to  questions  about  his  coyote 
blunder.  Does  this  silence  indicate  guilt  and  embarrassment? 

—PAUL  COVEL,  Conservation  Chairmwi 


Bay  Area  Birds 

In  the  past  decade,  birding  has  gro^vn  out  of  its  old  stereotype  of  being 
a past  time  for  unemployed  butterfly  collectors  into  nearly  a full-blown 
sport,  and  as  with  other  sports,  there  are  many  facets.  There  are  arm- 
chair birders  who  get  into  the  field  seldom;  there  are  statistics  freaks  who 
keep  as  many  lists  as  there  are  birds;  there  are  backyard  birders  and 
round-the-world  travellers;  there  are  lazy  lay-in-the  grass  birders,  and 
there  are  the  athletes.  Of  the  last  group,  the  most  fanatical  are  those  who 
chase  the  BIG  DAY. 

A few  years  ago,  finding  100  species  in  one  day  was  considered  amaz- 
ing, and  few  people  were  able  to  achieve  that  goal.  Today,  teams  of 
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superbly  trained  athletes  siupass  that  figure  shortly  after  sunrise,  and 
the  record  for  a 24-hour  period  in  the  United  States  is  229  set  by  four 
birders  in  south  Texas  earlier  this  year. 

The  rules  for  Big  Day  are  simple;  you  and  your  party  try  to  identify 
as  many  species  as  possible  during  one  midnight-to-midnight  day.  The 
party  must  stay  together  ( and  travel  in  one  car ) and  each  member  should 
tr)'  to  see  every  bird,  although  this  is  seldom  possible. 

In  Northern  California  in  late  April,  3 teams  tried  three  different  Big 
Days  with  interesting  results.  One  party  (Steve  Bailey,  Ned  Boyajian, 
Art  Edwards)  did  one  in  Alameda  County  only,  and  found  139  species. 
They  say  they  had  a bad  day,  and  think  150  should  be  more  like  it. 
.Another  party  (Russ  Greenberg,  John  Luther,  Joe  Morlan,  Don  Rober- 
son) ran  from  Chew’s  Ridge  above  Monterey  to  Los  Banos,  and  recorded 
165  species,  an  exceptional  number.  Most  amazing,  however,  is  the  party 
of  Laurie  Binford,  Kim  Garrett,  Van  Remsen,  and  Rich  Stallcup,  who 
racked  up  201  species  in  a 500+  mile,  23  hoiur  marathon.  The  group 
started  at  Boca  Dam  on  the  east  slope  of  the  Sierras  and  wound  up  at 
Tomales  Bay  State  Park  for  owls.  The  201  figure  is  even  more  remarkable 
in  the  light  of  three  facts.  1)  It  was  in  the  20’s  in  the  Sierras,  and 
snowing!  2)  Nearly  every  bird  spotted  was  a regular  California  breeder. 
The  most  unusual  birds  were  a Cattle  Egret,  and  a Red  Phalarope  and 
Solitary  Sandpiper  at  Woodland.  3)  Of  the  201  species  recorded,  135 
were  seen  by  every  member  of  the  team.  This  represents  the  higliest 
percentage  (97%)  and  the  highest  absolute  number  (195)  recorded  by 
any  Big  Day  anywhere,  and  points  up  what  kind  of  fine  team  effort  was 
involved. 

If  you  would  like  to  try  a Big  Day,  details  are  in  any  issue  of  Birding; 
or  else  write  this  column  for  an  oflBcial  entry  blank.  Incidentally,  Big 
Days  don’t  have  to  be  500-mile  road-bumers.  Invent  your  own  Big  Day. 
How  about  a San  Francisco  Big  Day,  using  the  Muni!  Do  one  in  your  own 
county,  or  try  a walking-only  Big  Day.  If  you  participate  in  an  inter- 
esting Big  Day,  send  the  results  to  this  column,  and  we  will  report  them. 

FIELD  OBSERVATIONS  FOR  APRIL 

Little  Blue  Heron,  near  Palo  Alto  Yacht  Harbor,  April  26-FG;  last  year 
a suspected  Little  Blue  Heron  & Snowey  Egret  was  present  at  this 
same  spot  and  this  may  be  the  same  bird  returning. 

Cattle  Egrets,  14  near  Watsonville,  April  2-RS;  1 at  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch,  April  16;  2 near  Alviso  through  April— TC. 

Whistling  Swan,  Berkeley  Marina,  April  11— PT. 

Oldsquaws,  1 at  Princeton  Harbor,  April  3-JM;  1 at  the  Bay  Bridge  Toll 
Plaza,  April  6-CC,  BP,  VR;  1 at  Monterey  on  April  11— WMP;  and 
again  on  April  27— RG,  JL,  JM,  DR. 

Harlequin  Duck,  Ano  Nuevo,  April  3— JM. 

Black  Scoters,  30  at  Ocean  Beach,  San  Francisco,  on  April  3-JM;  10  at 
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Ano  Nuevo  on  April  3— JM;  2 at  the  Bay  Bridge  Toll  Plaza,  April 
6— CC,  BP,  VR:  “some”  at  Ocean  Beach  on  April  20— RDeC. 

King  Eider  still  at  Monterey  through  end  of  April— m.  ob. 

Surfbirds,  up  to  24,  Bay  Bridge  Toll  Plaza,  April  5 and  about  a week 
thereafter— DR,  m.  ob. 

Solitary  Sandpipers,  3,  Woodland  Sugar  Ponds,  late  April— RS,  m.  ob. 
Saw-whet  Owl,  Tilden  Park,  April  19— SB,  BP,  VR. 

Poor-will,  El  Cerrito,  April  3— EK,  MS,  MW;  a pair  in  Tilden  Park,  April 
18  through  end  of  month— BB,  LR,  m.  ob. 

Calliope  Hummingbirds,  up  to  4 in  Tilden  Park,  April  22  thr'ough  end  of 
April— WMP,  m.  ob. 

Red  Crossbills,  at  botlr  Lincohi  Park  and  Lake  Merced  golf  courses,  April 
16  and  a few  days  thereafter— LCB,  m.  ob. 

Observers— hsLuxence  C.  Binford,  Bonnie  Bowen,  Sadie  Brown,  Chris 
Carpenter,  Ted  Chandik,  Rich  DeCoster,  Frank  Gillette,  Russ  Green- 
berg, Ed  Katibah,  John  Luther,  Joe  Morlan,  Bill  Principe,  Wm.  M. 
Purcell,  Van  Ramsen,  Larry  Riggs,  Don  Roberson,  Malcolm  Sproul, 
Rich  Stallcup,  Polly  Thomas,  Marshall  White;  many  observers  (m.- 
ob. ). 

-BILL  PRINCIPE,  Bay  Area  Birds  Editor  (254-1071) 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JUNE 

Friday  tlirough  Sunday,  May  31,  June  1,  2.  Bus  trip  to  Yosemite. 
Meeting  place  will  be  at  Yosemite  Falls  Parking  lot  Saturday  and  Sunday 
at  9 A.M.  See  May  Gull  for  details. 

Friday  through  Sunday,  June  14-16.  A camping  trip  by  bus  to  Yuba 
Pass  in  the  Sierras.  Loading  plans  are  the  same  as  for  the  Yosemite  trip; 
see  the  May  Gull.  Make  bus  reservations  now  with  Pat  Triggs;  deadhne  is 
June  10;  send  $15  and  telephone  number.  For  those  who  wish  to  drive, 
proceed  via  Highway  80  to  Truckee,  then  turn  north  on  Highway  89.  In 
25  miles,  intersect  Highway  49  in  Sierraville.  Turn  west  and  drive  6 miles 
through  Sattley  and  up  the  Yuba  Pass  grade.  On  Saturday,  meet  at  the 
top  of  the  grade  at  9 A.M.  On  Sunday,  meet  in  Sattley  at  7 A.M.  We  will 
camp  at  Chapman  Creek  Campground  on  Highway  49  about  8 miles  past 
the  summit.  If  you  prefer  a motel,  make  reservations  with  Bid’s  in  Sierra- 
ville (916  994-8992)  or  at  the  Gateway  Motel  in  Truckee.  Leaders:  Beth 
Snyder  and  Marie  Mans  (284-7681). 

Saturday,  June  22.  A fast-moving,  5-7  mile  bird  hike  tlirough  a varidy 
of  habitats;  marsh,  meadow,  woods,  and  lake.  Meet  at  the  parking  lot  in 
the  center  of  the  town  of  Fairfax  in  Marin  County.  Caravan  to  starting 
point  will  leave  Fairfax  at  7 :45  A.M.  Bring  lunch  in  a knapsack.  Leader: 
Dixie  Sperling  (386-1066). 

No-leader  trips  will  be  at  the  Chain  of  Lakes  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  43rd 
and  Fulton,  on  June  5,  and  at  the  Little  Farm  in  Tilden  Park  on  June 
20.  Meet  at  9 A.M.  Choose  your  own  leader  and  lunch  is  optional. 
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Satunlay,  July  13.  Bus  trip  down  tlie  Peninsula  to  Aiio  Nuevo.  Oak- 
land loading  at  Bellevue  and  Perkins.  Bus  leaves  at  7:10  A.M.  San  Fran- 
cisco at  Grove  and  Larkin  at  7 :30  A.M.  Be  prepared  for  parking  fee. 
Diiveis  meet  at  the  Municipal  Pier  in  Princeton  (highway  1 at  Capistrano 
Hd. ) at  8:30  A.M.  Send  $5.00,  payable  to  GGAS,  to  Pat  Triggs  (include 
>'our  phone  number).  Bring  lunch  and  be  prepared  to  walk.  Leader;  Ted 
Chandik  (493-5330). 

—PAT  TRIGGS,  Field  Trips  Chairman  (664-8502). 

Editor’s  Comment 

MT.  DIABLO 

When  1 was  small,  iny  parents  used  to  load  me  and  a picnic  hamper 
iirto  the  back  of  our  Frankhn  and  we  would  set  out  for  a day’s  outing  on 
Mt.  Diablo.  It  was  a long  drive  then,  before  the  Orinda  tunnel.  There 
was  the  winding  road  up  over  the  Oakland-Berkeley  Hills  and  the  slow, 
hot  miles  through  tire  countryside  and  tire  little  towns  of  Lafayette  and 
\\’alnut  Creek.  Iir  the  distance,  Mt.  Diablo  always  appeared  aloof  and 
mysterious.  After  what  seemed  an  interminable  time,  to  a clrild’s  irrind, 
we  reached  the  lower  slopes  and  began  the  ascent.  The  car  usually  boiled 
over  a time  or  two.  Finally,  we  would  pull  into  a picnic  area  and  park  in 
the  shade  of  a spreading  oak.  For  me,  Mt.  Diablo  meant  butterflies  to 
pursue,  green  grass  and  wildflowers  to  run  through  barefooted,  and  oak 
trees  to  climb.  I remember  lizards  dozing  in  the  sun  and  turkey  vultures, 
dark  and  V- winged,  against  a flawless  sky. 

Part  of  the  mystique  of  Mt.  Diablo  lies  in  its  splendid  isolation  as  it 
rises  alone  above  the  surrounding  landscape.  At  almost  4,000’  it  is  the 
highest  mountain  in  the  Greater  Bay  Area.  From  its  summit  on  a clear  day 
is  the  most  extensive  land  view  in  California;  a view  that  includes  600 
miles  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  and  the  Cascade  Ranges.  Conversely,  tlie 
lovely,  double-crested  bulk  of  Diablo  is  clearly  visible  across  the  Great 
Valley  as  you  descend  the  Sierra  foothills.  Its  crest  appears  beyond  the 
coast  hills  as  you  approach  San  Francisco  tlnough  die  Golden  Gate. 
For  those  who  love  the  California  scene,  Mt.  Diablo  is  an  important  land- 
mark, infinitely  alluring,  always  changing  with  the  seasons.  In  die  winter 
it  is  transformed  by  an  occasional  snowfall;  in  spring  its  graceful  flanks 
are  green  and  inviting;  at  the  end  of  die  rainy  season,  in  early  June, 
Diablo  takes  on  the  monochromatic  tones  so  familiar  to  summer  visitors. 

The  first  inhabitants,  the  Costanoan  Indians,  believed  the  mountain 
to  be  the  source  of  the  world.  It  was  also  the  home  of  the  evil  spirit,  Puy. 
Eiidence  of  Indian  presence  remains  in  fire-scarred  rocks,  some  of  whidi 
are  pock-marked  by  mortar  holes  where  they  ground  their  acorns.  Later, 
others  were  moved  to  rhapsodial  praise  by  its  special  beauty.  John  Muir 
and  the  playwright,  Eugene  O’Neill,  both  lived  in  sight  of  the  mountain 
and  described  it  in  their  writings. 
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Today,  the  integrity  of  Mt.  Diablo  is  tlireatened  by  the  development 
of  its  lower  slopes.  The  Contra  Costa  Planning  Commission  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  have  already  approved  Devil  Mountain,  a 643  acre  de- 
velopment on  the  west  slope  above  Alamo.  At  present,  the  Planning 
Commission  is  considering  the  fate  of  Blackhawlc  Ranch,  a lovely  5,000 
acre  property  on  the  southwest  slope.  Developers  want  to  build  4,500 
units  accommodating  14,000  residents  (a  community  the  size  of  Dan- 
ville). Planning  Director,  Antliony  Dehaesus,  is  opposed  to  the  Black- 
hawk  development  as  it  violates  the  ABAC  plan  for  open  space,  and  the 
EIR  report  does  not  resolve  the  problems  of  slope  and  drainage.  Also, 
communities  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  cost  of  services  like  roads, 
schools,  fire  protection  etc.  can  exceed  the  economic  advantage  of  new 
population.  But  the  developers  voice  is  potent  and  public  resistance  is 
not  always  as  consistant  as  it  might  be.  There  is  hope,  though,  expressed 
in  dedicated,  inspired  groups  like  the  Save  Mt.  Diablo  organization  and 
the  Amigos  de  Diablo  group.  Save  Mt.  Diablo,  working  with  the  Sierra 
Club  Foundation,  is  raising  funds  to  acquire  parcels  of  land  outside  the 
park  to  present  to  the  state  as  gifts.  Amigos  de  Diablo,  unabashedly 
political,  attends  meetings  and  plans  strategy.  Some  relief  is  in  sight  if 
Proposition  1 on  the  June  ballot  passes,  as  $3,000,000  may  be  made 
available  to  Mt.  Diablo  for  expansion. 

While  springtime  still  lingers  on  the  north  slopes  and  in  the  canyons, 
consider  a trip  to  the  mountain  to  see  for  yourself  if  it’s  worth  saving. 
You  may  enter  through  the  North  Gate  via  Walnut  Creek  or  through  the 
South  Gate  from  Danville  (watch  for  Mt.  Diablo  State  Park  signs  along 
highway  680).  South  Gate  is  locked  one  hour  after  sundo^vn;  North 
Gate  at  6:00  P.M.  The  gates  are  reopened  at  8:00  A.M.  For  birders 
preferring  the  early  morning  hours,  you  can  spend  the  night  at  one  of 
tlie  three  campgrounds.  Entrance  fee  for  day  use  is  $1.00.  Ask  for  a 
brochure  and  a free  bird  check  list.  Camping  fees  are  $3.00  per  night. 

We  have  several  favorite  walks.  On  the  north  slope,  a dirt  road  leads 
from  Juniper  Camp  down  to  Deer  Flat,  a lush,  well- watered  spot  re- 
freshing even  in  mid-summer.  The  views  of  rocky  slopes  and  chaparral 
across  Mitchell  Canyon  are  ruggedly  beautiful,  reminding  us  of  the 
mountains  of  Southern  California.  For  a canyon  walk,  try  the  Sycamore 
Canyon  watershed  to  your  right  from  Curry  Point.  Along  this  lovely 
stream  grow  some  of  the  largest  Wdiite  Alders  we  have  ever  seen  and  at 
least  five  varieties  of  ferns.  Rock  formations  are  synonomous  with  Diablo. 
At  Rock  City  you  will  see  huge  sandstone  boulders  eroded  into  myster- 
ious and  disquieting  shapes.  You  will  probably  hear  ash-tlu'oatecl  fly- 
catchers or  see  the  blue  flash  of  a lazuli  bunting  in  the  open  places. 

For  Bay  Area  residents  mildewing  in  summer  fog,  a day  or  two  at  Mt. 
Diablo  can  be  a wonderful  change.  The  air  is  always  warm  and  dry.  The 
grass  smells  like  sweet  straw.  In  the  evening  crickets  sing,  and  at  night, 
lights  of  distant  communities  echo  the  sparkling  stars. 

-PHILA  WITHERELL,  Editor 


62 


JUNE  1974 


THE  G U L L 


HAPPENINGS 

I <*lagic  Trip;  Santa  Cruz  Bird  Club  will  sponsor  an  annual  offshore 
bud  tiip  to  look  for  albatrosses  on  Monday,  June  10.  Tickets  are  $2.50. 
A c^agnaro  sport  fishing  boat  will  leave  the  Santa  Cruz  Munieipal  Wharf 
at  < :30  A.M.  For  reservations,  send  eheek  and  self-addressed,  stamped 
enveloi^e  to  Viola  Anderson,  227  Linden  St.,  Santa  Cruz,  Ca  95062. 

“Eggs,  Oeuefs  and  Aepyornis”;  Eggs  to  entrance  the  eye,  including 
the  largest  one-cell  giant  on  record  - the  egg  of  the  Elephant  Bird  (now 
extinet  that  onee  thrived  on  the  island  of  Madagasear.  In  Cowell  Hall  at 
the  California  Academy  of  Sciences  in  Golden  Cate  Park. 

EBMUD  Trails:  East  Bay  Municipal  Utility  District  is  building  trails 
linking  several  East  Bay  Regonal  Parks.  The  first  trail,  inaugurated  re- 
cently, runs  from  Inspiration  Point  in  Tilden  Park  12  miles  to  the  east  end 
of  Briones  Reservoir  opposite  Briones  Regional  Park.  In  mid-June  another 
trail  will  be  opened  eonneeting  Redwood  Regional  Park  with  Chabot 
Regional  Park.  Call  EBMUD  (835-3000  Ext.  215)  for  a descriptive  bro- 
ehxire. 


From  Your  President’s  Stockpile 

BALLOT  REGARDING  REVISION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION  AND 
BYLAWS:  As  of  May  4,  1974  the  ballots  submitted  have  all  favored 
adoption  of  the  Revised  Constitution  and  Bylaws.  But  as  more  eyes  sereen 
the  document,  we  expect  and  welcome  your  bringing  to  the  attention  of 
the  Board  areas  where  you  believe  loopholes  or  ambiguities  exist.  We  shall 
see  that  all  sueh  suggestions  are  eonsidered  and  sueh  modifieations  as  are 
judged  by  our  Board  and  our  attorney  to  be  signifieant  will  be  submitted 
to  the  membership  for  ratification  as  promptly  as  possible.  The  Bylaws 
elearly  provide  the  maehinery  for  effeeting  such  changes.  We  bring  to 
your  attention  immediately  several  typographieal  errors.  Please  correct 
your  copy  in  the  blue  enclosure,  page  2,  Artiele  II:  section  2 in  the  final 
seven  words  of  the  last  sentence  so  as  to  read  “as  presently  set  forth  in 
.Section  .501  (c)  (3)  of  the  Internal  Revenue  Code.’’  Also  under 
Bvlaws,  Article  IV,  Section  7 change  “by  the  President  of  the  Board”  to 
“hv  the  President  OR  the  Board.” 

A LOOK  BACKWARD  AT  THIS  YEAR  IN  GCAS  HISTORY:  Our 
Board  members  devoted  an  enormous  amount  of  time  to  the  affairs  of  the 
Society.  Other  non-Board  members  have  been  generous  in  sharing  their 
talents.  As  we  come  to  the  end  of  this  Audubon  year  I would  like  to  single 
out  some  of  these  members  for  a special  “thank  you.”  In  a Society  wliich 
has  now  passed  the  4000  mark  in  membership  and  thus  stands  as  the 
countrv’s  largest  branch  of  the  National  Audubon  Society,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  include  all  those  who  have  contributed  so  generously  to 
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GGAS.  I hope  that  many  of  tliese  individuals  who  have  rendered  special 
service  will  be  at  tire  June  dinner  so  that  1 may  introduce  them  to  you  and 
you  may  begin  to  tie  faces  to  those  whose  names  pop  up  in  the  Gull. 

The  oflficers  have  all  performed  their  responsibilities  with  good  cheer  and 
competence.  Our  two  Vice  Presidents  have  been  ever  ready  to  assist  the 
President  and  each  has  born  additional  committee  responsibihties.  Mary 
Louise  Rosegay,  an  outstanding  field  trip  leader,  has  been  in  charge  of 
recruiting  hosts  from  our  chapter  for  Audubon  Ganyon  Ranch  and  chaired 
the  committee  to  revise  the  Gonstitution  and  Bylaws.  Peter  White  has 
helped  in  the  handling  of  tax  matters,  served  on  the  Finance  Gommittee, 
and  has  been  tlie  Pelagic  Trips  Ghairman.  These  pelagic  traps  open  up  a 
whole  new  world  for  diose  with  the  interest  and  constitution  to  partici- 
pate in  them.  We  are  grateful  to  Pete  for  makiirg  all  arrangements  and  for 
handling  the  reservations.  We  also  want  to  thank  tire  outstarrdirrg  leaders 
whom  he  recruited  to  help  us  identify  tire  pelagic  birds  which  are  oirt  of 
reach  of  the  landlubber  birders. 

Our  Treasurer,  Bob  Johnsen,  is  one  of  tire  most  hard  working  of  oin 
officers.  As  a bank  officer,  this  job  has  to  be  irr  the  category  of  a postman’s 
holiday.  At  every  Board  meeting  he  has  presented  an  up-to-the  minute 
detailed  balance  sheet  so  that  our  Board  has  been  kept  abreast  of  our  cur- 
rent financial  status.  Serving  as  a right  ann  to  tire  Treasurer  has  been  our 
Financial  Gommittee  which,  as  far  as  is  known,  was  responsible  tlris  fiscal 
year  for  projecting  the  first  GGAS  budget  in  our  history.  It  has  ser\'ed  as 
a screening  board  for  all  unbudgeted  financial  expenditures  and  has 
brought  recommendations  concerning  these  to  the  Board.  This  committee 
has  been  all  important  in  helping  to  untangle  our  financial  affairs  since  the 
position  of  the  Treasurer  is  that  he  should  not,  any  more  than  any  other 
Board  member,  be  involved  in  making  policy  decisions  regarding  disburs- 
ments.  The  Financial  Gommittee  has  consisted  of  Bud  Henning,  Peter 
White,  Mrs.  Hubert  Fry,  and  Leonard  Maehlis  (Ghairman).  Following 
publication  of  the  May  31  financial  statement,  an  analysis  of  our  financial 
situation  will  be  presented  by  this  committee.  The  Finance  Gommittee  will 
henceforth  be  expected  to  present  a proposed  budget  to  the  Board  as  soon 
as  possible  after  the  new  fiscal  year  begins.  Bill  Love,  our  Recording 
Secretary,  with  tape  recorder  in  hand  has  been  present  at  every  Board 
meeting.  Board  members  always  received  the  Minutes  of  the  preceeding 
Board  meeting  well  in  advance  of  the  next  Board  meeting  so  that  we  could 
move  quickly  through  what  was  always  a heavy'  agenda.  Lenore  Johnsen 
has  willingly  carried  a heavy  work  load  for  the  Society  handling  much  of 
the  non-routine  correspondence  coming  to  the  office  and  ser^'ing  as  the 
Board  member  tlnough  whom  gifts  and  donations  have  bf'en  channeled. 
She  took  over  the  responsibilities  formerly  carried  by  Dr.  Albert  Boles 
and  has  continued  his  practice  of  sending  personal  acknowledgements  for 
every  donation  received.  This  money  has  been  turned  over  to  .\udubon 
Ganyon  Ranch  except  in  several  instances  where  the  donor  requested  that 
it  be  used  for  some  other  purpose.  M^ord  reaches  us  via  Dr.  Eric  Reynolds 
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tha.t  L)r.  Boles  continues  to  unprove  slowly.  We  send  our  wurm  wishes 
and  thanks  to  liini  and  to  Mrs.  Boles  for  service  to  GGAS  extending  over 
a quarter  of  a century. 

The  writing  styles  of  Phila  Withereli  and  Bill  Principe  continue  to 
delight  readers  of  the  Gull  Under  Fhila’s  editorship,  the  Gull  has  been 
expanded  and  serves  as  the  single  most  important  force  for  welding  our 
membership  into  a cohesive  Society.  The  column  “Field  Observations” 
luis  been  rigorously  compiled  by  BiU  Principe.  The  tape  is  changed  week- 
ly for  tlie  telephone  Bay  Area  Birds  and  Conservation  Alert  (843-2211), 
also  maintained  by  Bill  Principe.  The  message  is  always  beautifully  pluras- 
ed,  well-delivered  and  jam-packed  with  news  as  to  what’s  going  on  this 
week  in  the  bird  area. 

Sylvia  McLaughlin,  Claire  Johnson,  Elsie  Roenier  and  your  Presi- 
dent have  regularly  attended  tlie  quarterly  Bay  Area  Audubon  Council 
meetings  and  Sylvia  has  also  seiwed  on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Na- 
tional Audubon  Society.  She  is  now  in  her  second  term  as  one  of  the 
Western  representatives  to  NAS.  A highlight  for  the  Society',  and  especial- 
ly for  Claire,  was  the  dedication  in  October  of  Point  Pinole  Regional  Park. 
The  Regional  Park  District  was  able  to  include  within  the  park  boundaries 
a salt  water  area  as  a result  of  a check  transmitted  from  NAS  to  GGAS 
and  then  to  the  Regional  Park  Board.  The  presentation  was  made  by 
Claire  dm'ing  her  term  as  President  of  GGAS.  The  marsh  will  be  named 
for  Captain  George  Whittell.  Funds  from  the  Wlrittell  estate  disbursed 
through  NAS  are  also  being  used  to  help  underrate  a structure  at  Rich- 
ardson Bay  and  land  acquisitions  in  connectiorr  with  Audubon  Canyoir 
Ranch,  Pescadero  Marsh  (sponsored  by  Sequoia  Audubon  Society)  and 
a parcel  adjacent  to  Annendel  State  Park  ( sponsored  by  Madrone  Audu- 
bon Society).  Carl  Kindt  has  wended  his  way  faithfully  from  Lafayette 
to  Berkeley  to  provide  valuable  input  into  Board  meetirrgs. 

It  is  hard  to  remember  when  Frances  Ellen  Falgatter  was  not  over- 
seeing the  arrangments  for  the  series  of  Audubon  Wildlife  Films.  For  the 
past  several  years  these  films  have  been  co-sponsored  by  GGAS  and  the 
Oakland  Museum  Association.  We  wish  to  thank  Francis  Ellen  for  col- 
laborating with  the  Museum  representatives  particularly,  Gladys  Eton, 
on  all  an  angements  for  the  showing  of  the  films  and  for  the  entertainment 
and  housing  of  tlie  speakers.  We  thank  also  Loren  Candler,  who  always 
introduced  the  speakers;  Kathy  Trihorn,  in  the  Natural  Science  Division 
office  of  the  Oakland  Museum  who  processed  applications  for  tickets;  and 
XJ^karren  Larson,  Past  President  of  GGAS,  who  was  present  at  all  five 
films  to  take  the  tickets  at  the  door. 

For  arranging  for  speakers  for  nine  general  meetings  held  alternately 
on  each  side  of  the  Bay  between  September  and  May,  for  two  special  din- 
ner speakers  in  December  and  in  June,  and  for  introducing  each  speakei 
so  graciously  we  owe  thanks  to  Dolores  W hite.  Many  an  Audubon  Society 

iSote:  The  Gull  Deadline  for  the  July-August  issue  is  July  1 . 
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finds  difficulty  in  finding  a Program  Chaiqierson  and  in  lining  up  suitable 
jirograms.  In  her  first  year  as  Program  Chairperson,  Dolores’  performance 
lias  been  truly  professional.  Erline  Hevel.  Past  President  of  GGAS  and 
Assistant  Program  Chairperson,  revived  a foimer  tradition  of  membership 
dinner  meetings  by  organizing  a committee  to  host  our  highly  successful 
December  6 dinner  and  to  oversee  our  June  membership  dinner  to  be  held 
at  the  same  site,  the  First  Unitarian  Churcii,  Franklin  and  Geary  Streets, 
San  Francisco  on  Thursday,  June  6. 

A friend  once  said  that  Paul  Covel  is  to  Lake  Merritt  and  Rotary  Sci- 
ence Center  what  Dana  Morgensen  is  to  Yosemite.  I would  cite  Paul  as 
one  of  the  most  important  figures  in  Conservation  and  Environmental  Ed- 
ucation in  the  Bay  Area.  We  are  lucky  to  have  him  on  our  Board  and  to 
have  “Covel’s  Conservation  Coraer”  in  the  GiiJl. 

An  outstanding  naturalist  of  the  Bay  Area,  speaking  at  the  Gualala 
Community  Center,  voiced  the  sentiments  of  manv  GGAS  members  when 
he  said  while  holding  up  the  Gull;  “If  you  don’t  belong  to  the  Golden  Gate 
Audubon  Society,  I suggest  you  join.  They  have  the  most  fantastic  field 
trip  chairman  of  any  chapter  T know.”  Eighty-one  field  trips  are  listed 
in  the  Gull  from  last  June  through  the  May  1974  issue  all  arranged  by 
Pat  Triggs.  We  hope  that  Trigg’s  Trips,  a brief  guide  to  birding  in  the 
Bay  Area,  will  be  available  for  purchase  some  time  in  the  fall.  Pat,  like 
Paul  Cov'^el,  is  one  of  our  “irreplaceables.”  Pat  also  chaired  the  1974  Nom- 
inating Committee. 

Approximately  ten  issues  of  the  Hot  Line  were  sent  out  under  the  sup- 
ervision of  Dotty  Pistoriiis  and  we  are  happy  that  this  most  important 
GGAS  conservation  newsletter  will  continue  under  the  dirc'ction  of  Anne 
Greensfelder.  To  the  260  participants  in  our  Christmas  count  who,  imder 
compiler  Van  Remsen,  were  responsible  for  our  most  successful  count 
ever— warm  thanks.  Those  who  gathered  at  Spenger’s  for  the  tally  follow- 
ing the  count  have  reason  to  be  verv  proud  of  Van  and  GGAS.  We  smashed 
former  national  records  for  individuals  participating,  species  seen,  party 
hours  logged  and  had  all  time  high  totals  for  10  species.  To  those  members 
who  turn  to  Audubon  as  an  outlet  for  their  interest  in  birds.  Van  and  the 
1973  census  will  long  be  remembered. 

Tom  Williams,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  in  the  Environment,  has 
always  been  available  to  render  his  professional  opinion  on  Environmental 
Impact  Reports  reaching  us  and  has  held  four  meetings  at  his  home  for 
those  who  expressed  an  interest  in  learning  what  to  look  for  in  appraising 
such  reports.  We  are  happy  to  have  Vi  Homem  serving  as  our  librarian 
and  historian.  George  Peyton  has  always  stood  ready  to  provide  us  with 
sound  legal  advice. 

Our  office  is  now  managed  by  Vera  Paraschak  who  is  quickly  learning 
about  GGAS  affairs.  She  turns  many  times  a week  to  the  Raffs  of  the 

Correction:  Correct  votir  last  month’s  issue  of  the  Gull  to  read 
May  7974. 
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BEBHS  Native  Bird  Care  Facility.  Mai,  while  pursuing  his  doctoral  stu- 
dies in  astronomy,  and  his  wife,  Marilyn,  devote  a sizeable  amount  of  tlieir 
own  time,  energy  and  money  to  the  handling  of  injured  and  orphaned 
birds.  The  Raffs  perform  a service  imavailable  elsewhere  in  the  commim- 
ity  and  one  which  GGAS  would  be  unprepared  to  shoulder  despite  our 
being  the  logical  recipients  of  calls  from  people  with  an  injured  or  orph- 
aned bird  problem. 

And  finally  our  affectionate  thanks  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Eric  Reynolds.  Dr. 
Reynolds  took  over  the  presidency  of  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pa- 
cific in  1947  and  in  1949  read  the  resolution  whereby  our  name  was  chang- 
ed to  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society.  He  was  also  instrumental  in  the 
chapter  becoming  associated  with  the  National  Audubon  Society  and  in 
drawing  up  with  Laurel’s  help,  the  Constitution  and  Bylaws  in  1952  which 
we  have  just  rewritten.  Eric  has  long  been  one  of  our  representatives  on 
the  Board  of  Audubon  Canyon  Ranch.  Lairrel  was  the  featured  speaker 
at  our  dinner  last  June  where  she  showed  one  of  her  many  films  “The  New 
World  Rediscovered”.  She  is  a nationally  known  photographer  and  lec- 
turer, for  many  years  on  the  National  Audubon  Film  circuit  where  she 
was  the  only  woman  so  positioned.  In  March  1974  she  was  invited  to  pre- 
sent at  Yale  University  the  film  which  she  will  share  with  us  at  the  June 
6 dinner  entitled  “The  World  at  Your  Door”.  It  is  good  for  the  current 
Board  to  have  this  continuity  with  the  Reynolds.  They  have  seen  GGAS 
grow  from  a Society  of  a few  hundred  to  its  current  membership  of  over 
4000  and  throughout  the  years  they  have  maintained  a deep  personal 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Society. 

-G.  R.  MACHLIS,  President 

SANCTUARY  AND  MEMORIAL  FUND 

In  memory  of:  Gift  of: 

Edith  Hunsdon  Lichtenstein  Paul  & Olive  Rousseau, 

Frank  & Mary  Anne  Grady 

P.  J.  Callaghan Mary  Carlson 

Ida  E.  Bonestell  Evelyn  Randolph 

Phyllida  Ashley  Everingham  Lam'el  Reynolds  & Mindy  Willis 

Bequest  from  the  estate  of  Myra  Jones  Browne 

Please  send  yoiu  gift  to  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Johnsen,  Corresponding 
Secretary,  4 Del  Valle,  Orinda  94563.  (Checks  should  be  made  out  to 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society).  Gifts  made  to  the  Sanctuary  and  Mem- 
orial Fund  are  sent  to  Audubon  Canyon  Raneh. 


Friends  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  and  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch  learned  with  regret  of  the  death  of  Phyllida  Ashley  Everingham. 
She  was  a gifted  pianist  and  a lifelong  resident  of  the  East  B^.  Her 
gift  to  the  Audubon  Society  was  the  musical  score  of  Audubon  Canyon 
Ranch.  She  also  arranged  the  scores  for  An  Island  in  Time  — the  Point 
Reyes  Peninstda  and  for  the  film,  San  Francisco  Bay. 
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